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E were coming enst-
ward on the Atchison,
Topeka and Banta Fé,
the line  peerless
nmong American rail.
road monopoliesin the
charactor of ite service
nnd evident caro for
the comfort of its
passongers. I liave
sometimes  wondered
thiut other corporn-
tions, disturbed by
strikes and given to
zenlous blaeklisting of
disehnrged employecs,
do not take time to in.
quire into the remson
why this great New England system, with its
thousanda of miles of track sproad like & net-
work of steel over the great wheat fields of
the Southwest, manages to eommand such
Joval and devoted serviee from that magnifi-
cent body of men who compose its army of
porvitors, The sooret is not hard to find to
one who will mingle with its employees,
He soon learns that these, from brake.

jumm up  to  the Buperintendent—and
including the clerks of the chief offi-
clals—are tronted  lke mwen and  re-
guired to show themselves worthy of

pich  treatmont by displaying the same
spirit townrds the patrons of the road. Wl

paid, well provided, treated with gentle-
wanly consideration, they huave developed
au osprit de ¢orps which of itself tends to

liminate nnworthy elements and has pro

need a body of subordinate officials wune-
qunlled by any which has chanced to fall
wnder my observation, 1 have made such
things a study, and there is Lardly a rond in
the Umitod States upon which I have not hnd
abundant opportunity for pursuing such in.
vestigation,  Good wages, convenient runs,
neat lodging-houses, hospitals for the sick
nnd considerntion for tho disabled, with
rigid discipline nnd courteous exnmple are at
the bottom of thik notable result. Courtesy
and faithfuluess is the rule of the road, and
slionld be engraved on its corporate senl. A
bulldozing conduetor, an insulent brakeman
or & gullen engineer | never yot saw upon the
track, It is characterized by the anxious
carefulness of the Boston business mon, who
will stop iu the busiest hour of the day to
mark ott the strange wayfarer's course nlon,
hor erooked strects, modified and broadened
by the honrtiness and insoucinnee of the great
Went, It is mid to be grasping and relentiess
in the assortion of power, keen to take advan-
tuge of opportunity and a firm believer in the
underlying dogma of the rallway monopolist,
thint the tarif rates should be governod };{v
consideration of how much the shipper's busi-
ness will stand ; but these are comwon in.
firmities, while its virtues are rare enough to
deserve grateful remembrance from those
whose comfort they have enbaneod. I did
not menn to write this, but somehow the time
and place where I heard it have become an
essential part of the curious tale I set out to
relate.

Wa were speeding eastward, as I said,
noross the plains, We had watched the sun
dl:(l)g down bebind the mountaing, lighting
with bk furewell glow the snowy crests long
after the plains were covered with pray
shadowa. Then the stars came out, amhhu
maling of isolation which thie dull, unbroken

stance and the great unclouded wvault
closing evenly down on every smide pro-
duces crept over us and we drew away
from the windows to escapo its eurious irk.
someness. It was Ohristmas Eve, und o little
company, strangers to each other a few
liours before, but druwn together by that
very sense of isolation which tho desert
Lrings, gothered in the smoking saloon.
With the freedom which chisracterizes the
vreat WestSwe were soon nequainted, and
the conversation naturally tnrned upon the

n and the personal experience of the va.
ous individuals connected with the Christ-
mas time, There wore representatives of al.
most every part of the conntry, together with
pome whose memories held uluaml pictures of
the geason of good will in other lauds, They
were tales of homes snd friends and quaint
ndventure, Thore were few silences, for eac
one's story seomed to awaken an echo in
every other mind, and that ouo who chanoced
first to begin went on with o new episode of
the nniversal epic,
I must confess that the stories were not
y of them of the charncter of thoso which
veé become known in our literature ns
** Ohristinas Stories.” 1do not remember
now that there were any sets of notable be-
nevolenee recounted, but there were many
quaint incidents and some serious adven-
tures, Curicusly enough there was no bonst-
ing. One told Low he had gonoe nlnu? Wiy,
when an awkward lad, to _earry o Christins
rtomnt to his boy love, Bhe was the dangh-
or of rioh parents, nnd his heart beat furi-
ously ot the thought of his presumption, but
lie trudged on only to find the windows of her
futher's house all u{low and a goy company
athered within, When he mustered courage
oring the bell and ask for her he was bid-
don to wait intho hall, where she came to
Lim in the dazzling radiance of lher party
nttire, and, when he stated his errand, stood
smiling upon bim, a very angel as he thought,
while he sought in every pocket for tho gift
which was the result of months of self-denial,
1t was gone. He had lost it on the way, but
dare not confess the fact, After vain search.
ing ho looked at her in blank despatr, un!{ to
#ee that she divined his wisfortune and pitied
is distress,

*Never mind,"” ghe said, putting her little
flovad‘ hand on his rough sleeve aud glane-
nf |1u:ckl_\' towards the closed door, "' never
mind, some other timge will do,"

Bhe was leaning towards him; her rosy
ips were in easy reach: Lo thought there
wus po time like the present, and kissed
them twice before they could be withdrawn.
His andoacity bad its rewurd, and when he
drew from his pocket the likeness of a bean-
tiful woman and passed it aronud with the
simple words, * My, wifo, gentlemen,! none
of us wondered that Ohristions Eve hronght
back to bim the memory of the gift he lost
and the trensure he fooud that ni[;:l‘nt.
= One of the party had been lost in a storm
—an Australisn blizznrd—on a Christiuns
Eve, and blinded with the wind and numb
with cold bad staggered on, thinking he
heard the bells of hus English home pealing
the Christins chimes, to find himself when
the moming came in u sheepfold, saved by
the warmth of thginnocont ereatures who had
erowded about him to shelter themselves,

ere were some onrtons storics of the
supernataral, but the one that impressed me

ost was told by o quiet, commonplace
00, man who had been up to that time
A silent listener, It was getting Iate, and the

porter had more than once inlimnwi that the
rules of the Pullman Car Company required
im to put out the light in the saloon, and
ndintil impossible to effect our dislodg-
wment, had relupsod into n_contented anditor,
His oyos were still distended at the ghostly
narrative we bad just heard, when the gentle-
Toan I have alluded to said in s tone of pos.
ill.\:u convietion:
P Well, gentlemen, yom may say what you
like, but T, for one, firmly belicve that on
iristinas Evo wo poor mortals are allowed to
mu.yuwr to the Ionfinite than on auy other

" Bless God 1" said "1 don't
inn,‘ t0 come mbo nea..rtt{lr? pf',nt:;'l]h ml:-lﬂ.

Woll,” sald the gentloman whose remark

one
dyeu are not altogether
foundation, 1 am not particularly ro.
lgions, though I always wish 1 wire
about Christmas time, and do not think T am
inclined to be su wrs_ﬂlinus. I hnve no skill
in !mry-tollh:r. it if you will allow mo to
rolate o little incident, T think you will eon.
fess that 1 am not exactly withont reason for
the belief that I have expressed,”

There was n universal murmur of assent,
Cignrs were relighted, and every one settled
hsyll'u:lf to hear tho strngor's narrative,

'Fora God," sald the porter, who wos
peering in over the bends of those who sat
uhout the door, ' 'se gwine ter git awny
from heah, 1 don't want ter heals euny mo'
ghos' stories dis Chris'muos, no how,”

Weo lnughed again as ho darted along the
piassage townrds the front of the car. As 1
wis seated on the side next to this passage 1
soon heard him stoaling buck, and before the
narrator was well started in his story I eanght
elght of the dusky face peering cnutiously in
lﬂ.lhe door.

‘In the winter of 1882," the gentleman be-
gan, I wns one of the line officers of a vol-
unteer roghinent in the Ariny of the Comber-
Iind. The army was lying abont Nashville,
Lenn,, with Bragg souie thirty miles awny at
Murfreesboro,  About the 20th of that month
our outposts lnd been pushed forward on the
road to Murfrevshoro, the right and left s lit-
tle refusod mnd our rear protected by the
Cumberland Hiver, It was pretty generally
mnderstood that there wonld ben flght or a
fuot-raco in the neighborhood of Tullahomas,
where the Uonfederates held a strong posi-
tion, which was supposed to be well fortified,
s, indeed, it would bave boen had Gon.
lirngg learned the lesson he was tanght soon
after nlittlo enrlier. We were about in the
coutre, and those of us who had gotten over
the ddea that warfare wos a holi.
day  business, nas most of us  had,
for our division wns on the left at Perry.
ville nnd wos roughly bandled there, were
Malqmng_ to foreenst our part in the coming
conflict with something like trepidation. On
that day 1 was unexpectedly enlled upon o

suparn
ht
thout

net ns Assistant Adjutant-General on the staff [

of the Colonel commanding the brigade, and
the next day we received orders to be remly
to march without baggage, except two tonts
for the brignde hendguarters, Where we
were to go we hind no idea—that is the troops
il not—the Colonel commanding and his
A AVG, being the only ones intrusted with
thnt kuowlec 5”‘ In the early morning we
passed through the silent camnp to the slesp-
ing city, crossed the river and by sunrise had
mwaide u good balf-day’s march to the south-
enstward, The Colonel was proud of the
locowotive power of his men and never
missed an opportunity to display it. It hud
snowed nll the moming, and what with the
cold and the snow and the uncertsinty in re-
gard to their destination, the soldiers were
i that most unplessant of all conditions of
wmind, a mixture of apprebension and dis-
comfort,

*** Where were we going ?' wnsthe univer-
enl"query. Of course, I plended ignorance,
The Colonel refused to give information, and
uobiody else knew,

“ Ay we bore steadily to the northward
opinions varied 88 to whether we were sent in
pursuit of Morgan, who was threstening our
commwunication, or were to turn the right
flank of the enemy, After n little the route
beeame rough and our course changed to dif-
ferent poiuts of the compass 8o often that the
speculation npon the subject at length ceased.
The enemy seemed to have been in a Hke
quandary respecting our movements, which
we suppose was exactly what our commaud.
ing eneral desired.

* On the afternoon of the 234, after one of
the plensantest marches a body of troops
ever mnde, though the weather was cold and
we hnd to wade strenms whiere the fce had to
ba broken, we reachiod onr first halting-place—
the banks of a little stroam known as Bed-
soe's Creek, I was to learn years afterwards
the romance which gove it that designation,
I'hnt day the wenther bad moderated, the
light fall of snow bad disappeared and the
24th dawned, as balmy and beautiful s day as
a Bouthern winter sun ever sbone upon.
Our orders were to remnin here until the
afternoon of Christmas. We were ulnﬂnd in
n splendid position, for the Colonel, though
he had been in the service but six months,
was a born soldier, and if somewhat reckless
in undertaking difficulty was alert and wateh.-
ful as a lynx,

* Of course, mnmhingtg light order, ounr

rations were not over-nbundant, nor our bill
of fare ns varied ns it might bave been, The
old fields about the bivousc were full of
gome, rabbits and quail.  The men used
every device to eatoh the former whenever
they could be started within the guard lines,
but not with much success, The nenr ap-
wroach of Christmas awnkened a relish for
uxuries as well s softened the hearts of
those in nuthority. On the mlﬁgnut.iunof tho
Quartermnster, it was decided Ly the Colonel
to give the boys a rabbit hunt,

T am something of s sportsionn, but 1

must confess that anything like that hunt T
have never geon before or siuce, The regi-
ments were marched out to regular positions
seleoted by the commander and marked by
the guides on the sides of various old fields
whors the sedge-grass grow waist high, These
wers intersected by small streams over which
the alders grew dense and dark. Here they
stacked arms. The wood mud roads were
Pit‘kk‘tt‘d and & guard was set over the guus,
The tield officers remained mounnted, and oue
in ench regiment was required to remain with
the arms, Then cach moan was directed to
cut a good stout club, and thus et}uippud ro-
turned to theranks. Thus far all wus mys-
tery to the men, When the companies were
reformed ench regiment formed a hollow
square in single file so as to inclose as much
spaco as posiible, Then the order * Inwanrd
face !’ was given, and the four sides began to
close in upon the centre, One universal
shout of laughter went up from the men ns
they comprehended the clinrscter of the
movement. Then every one addressed him-
self to the sport, It seemod as if every square
vard of sedpe grass hid a rabbit, and s the
lines closed in on ench other the medley of
staring eyes, flapping ears, cotton tails and
sticks nnd stones thrown by the men was lu-
dicrous, When one field was exhausted the
sume tucties was pursued with another. The
sport was boisterous and umtluﬁ. Every-
body joined in it except those detailed
keep wateh, and when we marched buck to
our bivouso laden with rabbits, persimmons
nnd mistletos I never gaw & more jubilant
and rollicking set of men, Booths of ever-
green ond mistleloe were made, the gome
cooked and eaten, we took our Christinas din-
ger in advance—for the soldier never Rives
credit to to-morrow for what may be enjoyed
to-dny, The jollification lasted well into the
night and in one of the brigade headguarter
tents a jug of peach brandy and & can of
honey which some one had been shrewd
enough to purchnse st s farm-house we had
passed the day before, enabled ug to drink
the hlulth lut ebsent loved oues in really on.
joyablo tipple, '
4 }A luutllnt}:nut_'k interrupted the speaker at
this point, und looking towardsthe door of
the saloon all were convulsed at the curious
contortions of the porter, who was ﬁning
through the wanual of tasting and swallow-
ing in a way to nhlt:‘w thet pesch.and-houey
wis no strauger to Lis gustutory organs,

** L, !lmga Capting,” he said, with a mili.
tary salute. ‘' nebber 'spected to heah 'bout
dem times out hear on dis rallroad. I'hcm_ght
I knowod yer face tho,' st the berry fust,’

“What's that? Woere you there too,
John?" asked the brown.bearded man in
pleased surpriso; for after all, old cvirad-
ship takes suall secount of colar.

"lwnl. not ndzackly dar, but I warz thar.
abouts,” sald the porter, showing his teeth,

" Where?"

“ Wal, sir, T war jest ober de odder side ob
dat big swamp wid & crowd ob Mars John
Morg'in's raiders, sah, An' when you was
ot ter currin' on so, day jes' ‘lowed dat wor
de berry time ter go in un' stampede de whole
lot, Dey wasn't enufl on 'em, yer see, ter
fite. But dey tuk an' sent out some Scouts
dat erep up ¢lus an' spy ont de lan', yer 'knq
an’ 'fore God dey cum back, dey did, an' sl
dem damn Yonkees wan't drupk at all, but
war jest lettin® on ter git our folks ter Jriu:h
in, d’un‘l er kuo'? Dey said dey bad der
a\‘lrdl al clmt an’ war Pj.?l' aol«c}1 nober silt‘: ins

rig'nas hymns an m tehunes ez e
wat & big méetin' gwine ou thar, §o our folks

~de Confaderates, yer kno'—dey thout hit
war best ter zii:p.::ﬂi t outer dar an' let
0 ¥

Mo t it, yor kno'. But
whan't ’n'b‘a ml Dn.:‘nlr:h n‘ny:ial dat mnight,

! swamp, an'

nex' momh‘ﬁuudand 1:1119: 10 enmr: an'

got tuk pristner, I did. Bo 1 'eluded tor
ohange sidos, an' been wnkkin' fer mysolf
ebber gince, Dat wis do sort ob Chiris'mas
for me, Marse Cap'ri—sho'ly wis, "

“Hut I never heard of that before," said
the Captain in surprise.

o e Hpuct not, " said the porter with n shrg,

Hit all 80, do', an' T went Lmek to Nashyillo
with yem uns, an' staved dar till mos' do
s'render, nn' den come Norf,"

* Whiv dhidn't you tell v apont those rehes

Wil ve see, fuode fus plice nobody ne
me, an’ o ne wex’ plaes, T boon ponin® dese
cinmps Jong nuff to know dat de best tiog o
nigger do on either side was t'jes keop bis
monf shut fez ez much ez be conld, Dat's de
way 1 diud.”

The porter's philosophy wos greoted with s
ronnd of approving lnughter, after wlieh the
Captain, ns 1 sbial
bnd gnined eontidenve by this interruption
atiddl confirmntion of hisnnreative, continned ;

Well, gentlomen, T suppose yon think 1

story, but T will not detain you el longer,
It happened that there was in one reghment,
the —— Todisun, o Livitenant who for no spo.
cinl reason was n kind of butt for the sport of
all the line officers,  His nunwe wiss Bridpos—
A provocation to ridiewle i itself, Ho wias n
good fellow in his way, but his wny wis not a
vopnlar one,  Ho was not far from forty yoars
of age, rathier below the medinm height, with
i squenky voico nnd fussy manuer—uot a bit
of dignity nor power of commnnd i him.,
He was quite woll educnted, however, ninl
was i sneces<fol wan of busivess in the it
town where he lived, He hod  unrried o
voung wife just before the regiment loft for
the feld, and 1 think  the inclination
to talk about ber wos the elief ronson of our
combining to wnke fun of hiw, Ho lnew
he was belng Inghod at, lnt kopt on domg
biis duty fairls well
unider the circnmstances, He wis no cownrd,
but his young wife mwle him wish to live,
and enused bim to e mors earcful of lis
bealth and safyty, Ithink, than he otherwise
would have been.  He bnd thken n o sort of
faney to me, thinking, perhaps that T did
not take part in the genornl mirth ot his ox.
pretke, ami afrnid he was mistaken, e
Kides that, e Second Lientenant of his com.
pany woas o gront friend of wine, and 1 owis
auxions to see n bnr on his shonlider straps,
I should say that 1 was probably the anly
mnn in the command who was familine with
the appearance and loeation of the little Ken-
tucky town which wns our ronl destination,
It was hoped that we wonld reach it abont
daylight of the 26th and defeat or perhnps
eapture a foreo of the onciny  gupposcd 1o
bo stationod there, The Colonel was winbi-
tions, and wonld spare no offort,

*After our little caronsal —which was not
extensive cuongl to produce auy nuoplensint
results—Idookod over mntters to soe if 1 hod
forgotten any duty aad turned in on o bl of
codar boughs, with n saddle for n pillow, 1
wis nwakened by somo one shaking mwe and
calling my wame in exeited tones, T was ou
my foot inan instant and rushed to the open.
ing in the tent to sce what was the moatter, It
wing a beantiful nwight—the moon nearly at
the full, the air erisp, ool and elenr, the
eatnp silent gave for the trend of the sentinels
and the oceasional pawing of the horsos pick.
eted in their places. The camp-fires woere

burning low and I conld sec thie rows of wen
sleeping on their arms near their iwprowptu
Christios decorations,

HE CAME OUT INTO THE MOONLIGIT.

*What's the mntter, Dridges ¥ 1 asked
impatiently. Hoe ¢nme onut into the wmoun.
light nud I could seo that his face was
:{-uelwd nnd drewn with sgony.  Hoe looked
lull years older than when 1 bade him good-
night a few hours before. 1 wus reall
alurmed, and ssked anxiously if he were i1,

S 0h, Tam well anough,' he answered with
more compostre than I Lhad given him eredit
for, *but I have Lind sueh o horrible dremon—
no, not o dromn, a vision,"

“How 1 kept from Inughing in his face T do
not know. But indeed his agony was pitiful
and 1 felt aimost nwed hi- it, At least 1 felt
a sort of gympathy for Lim, though indeed it

there in the moonlight, his face showing pale
through the fingers olasped over it, aud Lis
voice husky with exeiteient, beeause he lud
bod a bad dresm, 1 remember thinking that
many of the poor fellows wrapped in their
blnnkets there might very well fm\'e troubled
visions if they wore elairvoyunt in their
sleep, However, I wasterad the inclination
both to laugh and to sneer, ond opening a
little flask of irandy which I kopt for special
oeeasions, I poured some into a tin cup, uud
holding it to his lips told bim to drink.  His
tocth fairly chuttersd ns ho drank it off. 1
gave him a camp-stool, took another myself
and wadted for him to recover lis equanimity,
After a while lie snid

** You ure very kind,Lieutenant. It issilly
no doubt. I dou’t know how I came to Le so
affected. I don't beliove I nma coward, bnt
it was so real—so terribly real, 1 wonldu't
mind it myself—I really would not." Le re-
entod protestingly. don't wish to die
lmtlwnuld never think of being troubled
about it in this way,if it was not for my wife,
You don't know her, Lieutenant,
kill her. You don't kouow how her life is
bound up in wine,  It'" uot any conimon
caso, 1've been father und lover nnd busbsud
and savior—all to the poor girl; took her ont
of the streot—no, not out of the street, out of
the very shadow of death, when she was but
a child, rearcd, educated and loved lier wll
the time with the double love of futher and
husband, I wonld mnever have married
her thongh—mnever, if sho bad not in.
sisted upon it befors 1 came away, She
wos sure [ would be hurt—killed perhngps,
and she wantod to be as noor Lo e oy sho
could come. I knaw it was foolish, Tought not
to have marricd her, Why, she's only goy-
enteen and
That's what the boys call me sometines,
and they are right. 1 was not worthy of hor
—n#ver oan be, but love her, and sho war-
ghips me, It wounld make you sehamed if
you could see her letters to we. 1 nm the
sinunele of the world's lifo amid worth o
Ler oyes, I kuow | don't deserve it, and 1
onght not to Lave let her goet such o toolish
ides, In truth, I did nothing to encournge
it—but—but I loved her, und
pel her illusion—could I, now &'

U But whiat bas this to do with your dream,
man "

b '.ﬁh‘

rop—my dream,’ cried ho with 8
shadder. * Well, it wasn't a dream, you wee,
at sll, for T wasn't asleep, 1 had been lying
down looking up st the stars and thinking of
Emily—wondering bow she was getting on,
you know, and fearing she was unhuappy,
"he truth is, 1 dou't think of wuch else, 1'm
an old fool, I suppose, but I simply can't
help it, Remember, I've earried hior in oy
henrt ever since she was four years old, Livu.
tenant, and it has been the one joy of my life
to think and do for ber. 1w not s cownrd
por neglectful of my duty. but how can I

belp it if her image is before my eyes all the
u:.ul;l - Wnﬁ. lq‘mw %0 auxious about Ler

It " would |

I'm forty—n graybeard, oo, |

could not dis. |

am n good while coining 1o the point of my |

—vory well, I should say, |

that l’futu]uml aat by the fire with my back
against the stump of a sapling the boys hind
out down for wood. Presently, while 1 sat
there looking at tho fire and at the shiadows in
the woods in front of our camp it all disap.
pearsd, and instend of 1t I saw a town porehied
on the side of ‘a Will, with a wide strect that
ran down to w river which swopt aromnd the
whole so that the town ng.....J O8Ik iriione
tory jutting ont fvto the dver, which was
erossed by moeallrond breidge below the town,
while tho hall that rose above it had n pine
grove and some sort of an earthwork runing
alonge ite crod,’

UL won ever soa the plaes beforo ¥ 1
askod in surprise. 1 wos sure e hoad not,

O et s one of the gueer things abont it!
ho poswered, "o enre Laovor saw sinell n
primew Before, mud vet 1 sodmod to kKpow evory
toot of the grommd, There bind boen o battle
theres 1 konew that—1 don’t know  how—we
L hoen o possesston of the pdilrond e
e ey b dieiven s baek thitongeh the towy
o tired the beidpe, . We monlo aostnnd hore
atd thera, It don't seem as if it was ane men

enll him bereafter, who | exanetly, and yot it must hnve beon,' e said

wsimiply, 1 wonldn’t have been tighting with
wny other foree, wonld 13

U Yonwonldn't be likely to be,' Tsaid,
though, of conrso, thist is possible,*

Yo, of courss, e pesontod,  CWall, a8
T saddd, there wore some griaves mdong the side
of the W just bielow the edgo of the pines
mand instcde the lne of works. By the way,

the point above the town, L seomold to
looking on ot stl tlds,” said e There woere
no woliliers and no eamps around, bt just
those red graves on the Lillaide with rough
Iewlbords st ench, Evervihing was just ny
stibb o guiet ns denth,. Tho sun was shin.
ing brightly and  the griss was frosh and
preenas it s o thoe early spring somctimes,
U While T was wondering ot this I saw n
wonmnn standing nt one of the graves, Shoe
wos bovwed and hor back was townrds moe, you
| woe, bt 1 koew it wits By wod knew she
wasplone in the world,  Somebow, 1 wos not
| strprisad, bt 1 \\-ulnl_t-rml whure ’l wis mnd
why she was wenring o wihdow's weeds,!
SOA mt o onee shie looked biek over her
shonlder, presged her Bund o ber hear, and
1 enw that ber oved wore wild —ernzod with
wieh sufforing, | koow thint in an instant,
bt i not eecm Lo understand it until
I oremd the headbonrd which she disolosed
a8 ghe turned pvornd. It rewd;

O, 8 Briilges,

Tz, bk, Vol
Jlioad In action al
—vill, Ky,

gitn of Dew, e

SO i not et tho date, beennise her fig.
ure hid popart of the fn=eription foom mwe, 1
i onougl though, 1T koew T liwd Tweon
Killed in bottio and that Ewily wus crazed
with grief at hor berenvemont.  Remember,
T alid mot dbrowm this, bot soe it, T know the
ision will be fulfilled, too, I don't mitel
Bout mysc 1, 1 dide’t then. D dido't mond

wving died, T think [ was mther glad o be
dund, exeopt for Emily I couldn’t beay thiat
whie el sufler—thnt hor young Wlo should
Lo destroved, her brain erneod with sorrow!?

“ My God, Bridges," saud 1, * how did yon
lenrn whers we are going #'

**Where we are  going 7'
surprise,

4 Yes, indeed, yon have degsoribed with'the
ritmost innteness the pliee we wre expectod
to roach wnd nttnek on the worning of the
YoLh- the day after toanorrow —at day break,*

“The words were out of wy mwouth hofore
T realizod thint T hind betraved the sceret of
the expedition. 1 know it was safo enough
with Bridges, Tmt 1 wag mortified that 1
shioulil, even for a mowent, huve forgotten
my trnst,

N e poor fellow's fuce bocnmo o shnde
piler, [thought, nt he did not show uny
further sign of fear."

COWelL' hie sand, guictly enough, after o
momont's silence, *1 lﬂ.lvw it wis my fate,
thoueh I hin to turn

lie asked in

o ides we were goin
nf{ lm"r course aud strike towards Mumfords.
ville,

*And who said we woere #' I nsked, anx-
ions to rognin the ground lost Ly my pre-
vious husty nuswer.

CThat is the name I raw on the head-
board,” he auswered.  ‘ Poor Ewily ' he
udded, with a sigh,

1 eonfiessed that was our destivation, bat
tried to choer him up by telling him there
wis little likelihood. of a fight, aud if there
should be one little chance that he would be
init, 1 even offerad to have him detailed for
spoecial gerviee to keep him out of the thick-
cot of it. He shook his hoad.

T eonldn't do it he said. * Besides it
wonld do no good. Ope can't avoid what is
decreed.

“1 trembled ns I paw how thoromghly he
was possossed of thot fatalistio idea I had
known so wmany soliiers to entertnin, and
which 1 huil never kuown to fail in its fore-
casting of the ond, 1 wus no longer inelined
to lough ot Lim, His querulonsness hoad
depirtod and he was dead to all thought of
bisuself us if the stroke of fate hnd slready
fullen, Mo only repeated his wife's nawe
softly.

o Poor Emily ! Toor Emily !*

“Te told mo Le bad mado his will and
named me one of Lis exceutors, Hig wife
was the sole heir paed also cxeentrix. Ha did

was an odd iden thnt & soldicr should stand ‘

not sy
loakod Jl-r tha end qguite so soon—but he
wanted mo associatod with ber, If 1 could,
he lmln-ui I would connsel nud nssist her,

** Poor Emily I' Lo soid. * Bhe is but s
ehild and shie will not be as well off a8 mnny
think, ©spent a good dend of money raising
the regiment. 1 did not think of going mit
then, I thonght thnt was the part that I
conld do aud was gl to do, ll shouldn't
have come at adl, but Eunly got the notion
that 1 was going to do so and talked about it
so thot 1 saw it would gratity her pride,  So
I canwe, 1don™ think I was intended for n
soldior, though 1 et willing to do what 1 eon,
If they had wnde n guarterioaster now—thsy
i inoey oo, Bot D wis not going to lobby
for it, and besides T dou't lhint Ewily would
binve likod it ns woll.!

Al this talk in his guiet, pathetio voice
wns oo much for me. 'l"m ides of being an
executor ton wus only less terrible to we
thon of being wu excentionor. I was only
just twenty-two, & strangor to sueh things
unil baving au unusial drend of all legal
comploxitivd, T kuew nothing of Bridges's
business, living us T did in oo distant purt of
the county, ind never scon bis wifo but onee,
whoen alie cnme to bid him good-by as wo
started for the fiehl. She was o beantful
wolnan, I wondgred then how she came to
marry Dridges. 1 understood now. 1 was
vory diffdent ot thst tiwe and, like most
conntry ladg, shy of lwlies' soclety, ‘hn
vory dilea of Yodiig nssoointod with s pretly
widow in thoe sdunnistention of her husband's
estate threw me into a peesparntion, 1 think
I hadd an ddes that there was no way out of
such u duty if it were onee dovolved on we.
8o I begged him to exense e, but to no pur.
pose, Mo sald b wife had the will and he
woulil rest onsier if be koew T wis intercsted
i ber welfare, Why Le shonuld T eonld not
imagine, I was nothing ot n m’l.luu“u)‘-,' I |
pot n very bright one vither,

thicre was o fort or sommething of that kind on |

wse I could act now—he hind not |

lafy, they having departed twelve hours be-
fore wa arrived,™
** 80 ho wouldn't have been hurt after all,”

d ona.

*He must hava thonght that vislon of his
wad o tremotndous sell,” sald apother.

“Toor Ewile! " exelaimed another,
|Ilgu1.ri..u5 tostiom,

This sally bronght (he langh that the
quuint eawding of the narrstive seomed (o do.
serve, nild there wink nomiosvent (o fetire,
when, eurions to know the feoling of the
i wfter this lnlerons anti.elimnx, 1 nsked
Wt over Beonime of the follow &

Pt e the stoangest gurl of thie matter,
rentiomen,” siild e Captiin soberly, He
il oot feted in the loagh, and every one
wettlod baok e his place 0 wait for the
sl M Feben 14k, T wons ordared
T on reoritdting sorvies, The triin waus
delnyed at Muitondsville for ropmivi to the
track, which had Intoly been distirbed by
breshwackers,  Hearinge tht we wore Hkely
o bo delnyved sl aday, 1 strollod into the little
town pud remembering Bralges's drvonm aftor
w binge, saunterod up to the erest of the hill
where Lo b read B ddoom,  As 1 did sal
conhil bt remember How seenrately be hind
deseribed whnt e bl pever soen,  Quoer

in

BIE TUKNKED A WILD, ETANUTLED LOOK UPON MB

enongh thiore were even some frosh graves on
thi crest where e losd locited bis own,  As
I enino nearer 1 suw o womnn ine widow's
woeds necling by one of theo, T do not
lnow why, but my euriosity was pigued to
soe et face mid T drow near ot tho risk of in-
trading on her grief, 1 was withon o fow
yurds whon the noise. of my  footsteps cnmo
to her vars od she turned s wild, start)od
look upon e, nnd enst herself prope npon
the grave, eclasping the head board wildly
el protesting sehemently agningt hoing ro-
movod,  As shoe did so, T saw tho hoad board
proviously concenlod by ber form. On it
wos distinetly toneod ¢
Jo 8, Bridmea
Liewt, , — Ind, Vole
Killed in uetion ai Mumfordsville,

Ky., Dec. B, 18

Tveory ono drow ulong breath at this an.
nouneciient,

** Andl the woman ¥ nslked ome,

* His wifo, Sbe had como for his body and
hnd hecome insany with prief, A family in
the town hsd kindly ‘lu‘mh'ur her."

** How did it come nbiont 2"

* Woll, the story of his resignation leaked
out and the Indicrousnesd of the subseguent
ovents wins too wuch for the people st hiome,
Ho wos Ijm-rul el tuinted until even his
young wifo hung her head in shame ot the
Hmuf!tt of having mwarried ncownrd. Bridgos
stood it for n while, then went and jolned a
regiment which was being reeruited in the
next county ni n private.  Inn fight which
veourred just aftor it wos mustered into ser-
vieo he showed wueh desperate valor sl
withnl sneh soldierly capneity that be wos
promoted to kis former rank, to date from
thot day, By mero necident ho was at M.
fordsville when Morgan mule his sttsck on
the garrison demornlized by tneir Christins
festivities, and in trying o rally the troops
in the r.-nrfar morning was killed on the very
gpot he had doserilgd so well o yoar before,”

Nobady spoke for some minutes. Then
uu-_-,i[ﬂa-rymiinu the look in nll onreyes,
shruggoed his shoulders and said: ** Straugo,
wisn'e it

I wus thinking of the
wost involuntarily asked

*And the wife 7"

* She was so overeome with remorse ot this
eatnstrophie, which she blamed herself for
Linving coneed, thnt, ns [ said, shie beesme in-
sane. Ltook her home, ssoured proper enro
for lier, gquolified ns exeoutor of her husband’s
will uud when wmy recruiting leave expired
tendered my resiguution and wound np his
estate, It was at some personal saerifics that
1 didl 8o, for 1 hag beon promoted in the mean
timne and a pair of caglos wore wiiting my ao-
coptance of the commission, I thought it
my doty to repair the ler I seerned unin-
tentipually to have been instrummental in
cunsing."

s lliﬂ she recover ¥ nsked one, with the
sympathy we all felt in his voice,

' Sho 15 my wifo," said the Captain, and his
lip gquivered as he ndded, ** 1 droad to be

1]

young wife, and al-

]

*n trving to Gnd soway ont of this it oc. |

curred to me that an ofticer with a Hitle detail
af wen was to be sout baek in the worniog. 1
urged him o take tos, bt he dechined, Dee
tertained to got oit of whint seemed  to me s
iltwpl-!ull-M‘I'ui:l-. | a1y nekod him ontmght
why ho did not r n, tako this detail Luck
to the city and lenve the serviee, 1 thonght
I midght holp wy fricod Edson by porsunding
hit to this course o5 well o8 suve the man's
1ifo nnd Donefit the sorvico at the  samo timo.
1 il not hesitato to tell Bridges what Lo nl-
rondy knew, that ho wias wot ﬁ_‘llﬂll far hiw
ploce, auid it wonld be s putriotic duty on Lis
Jart,

** o hositated chicfly T am sure on secount
of Lis wile, At the sate thne his love for hee
noil the yonviction Lo had of her helplossnoss
inelived lim to follow wy eonnsel,  Uhe re-
wult was that before sunrise s resiguntion
was wmade out, wpproved by the Colonel
ntid e wis on his way b to Nashville in
command of the sguad detuiled to take ina
fow sk, wayonus wuld desputelies, A
woek afterwands Lo win rolioved from daty
aud went back to private life"

B

“id you bave n hard fight at Mumfords- I

ville 7" nsked one of the lstoners,

" We carried it by nssanlt st duybireak of
the Qith," wald the Captain, with a suoile,
“without firlug a shot or losing & man, cap-.
turing one mnfn very fur gone with the glan-
ders, which was ull the trace the enomy Lad

l' the best LIVER £ILLE
Alves, no Jaia

uwny from ber ot this sonson,  Instewd of be-
ing u tiwe of hilarity it is always one of ap-
probepsion 1o me. DBut for an accident to o
trwin I shiould have been at home lnst night,
As it b8 1o trying to divert her attontion
from the pust by freguent despotehes shiow-
ing wy progross bowewnrd, I hope it way
not bo dn veine Pardon me, gentlowen, if
have murred your pleasure, Christias is
not always o synonyw for plessant wie-
ories,"

The whistle sonnided a8 he ceased sponking.

“There s Dodge City," he exelaiin h.
s]-riuﬁmg to lus feet, "1 wust send o de-
sputed from hors so thut she will get it carly
in the worning."

A Christmas Sory, by Bl Aye,  Bed The Sunday
Wourp. Three cenis

Apropos of Now Year Resolutlons.
| From Warper's Hasar.)

Itls so easy 10 be good nexl woeok or the week
afier, bocuuse thal person who 18 golng to be good
next weok or the weck after ls another \niividual,
ihe pérson of thal tme another person, not one's
self, not the person of this tUme It 8 so dimcult
1o say ¢ Now, Bow, gow J4 the time to leave ofl |
bicatise the person whom O Now" aairosscs s ong's
seif, upd exporiences (he wliale bitieroess of the re-
puncistion. And for this roason we mayolserve 1hat
ustally the bine for carising the good yesolve o
eMact 1s g tels moment or this day, but s
niwaya \e tommorrown; and Lhus uncount-
ed yood resolutione are made lo soy part of the last
year, the tiuie lor taclr buddiog nto action belug
awlwars leit for the first day of the new yoar.

_— e, -— —
A Falihful Wife,
[From ihe CAtrage Trikune, ]

YT ahall use the §25 Sou gave wie to spend for
Chrisatmas, Jonn, ' sad the wife, tenderly, 1o the
FOUUR mub Who had recently become the partner
af her Jovs and sharer of her morrowe, **in tha
purchase of momething that will constantly remind
me ol yullr getierusl | shall have the poriralte
ul my arst tires Dus 008 veantiiully fremed sad
hung ta our sittdng.room, "

John looked &t ot Wing with & rapt, dresmy
uxe, apd b the dep, cugiient sllcnoe I.‘lu: cpeued
the wallpaper comld Le ustipeily heard sdheriug 1o
the wall

A TPoweriul Agont.
[Pvwin (ke Fiow  hamivn Nepwlifean, |

Too much walur, " safs an authority on the
mnbject, wil romove the strongest growth of hatr, »
True, every wond of it Water will in time desitoy
oven Lhe locks of g cagsl.

: B
Only a =mnll Perconinges
[Fram the St vl Pidieer Praa)

There are In existunie 1s0 00 coples af **the
letter that never ¢ute.'" Any martied woman
kuows that this is s siall proporiion of toose that
were never walled,

e ——
Riker's Compuunil Duadelion Plils

.Nu Mercury, no
R = -

A BAYE, sarv ours for coughbs snd eclds, ADaMsoN’
Boraxiv lh.l:lﬂ. Kissumax, who, dhbhiave, ".’

are
T ukv‘

B Boz 130 puag, 1

CHRISTMAS IN THE HOSPITAL,
BY A PAUPER INMATE

Marry Chriatifan | Mere?

Hold down, with prostrate, aohing body, for
MANY weary months, s bed sack In o hospttal for
tho deatitute, antl, with spinal onlumn worn
AWAY, vour department of oo interior 1o utter dis
orginlration; the Know of matted straw afe grind.
Ing away Ut the unier side of your breast-bone,
and, of cotrse, you're ' merry 1"

Lo thaw wet disn (ght of early Christman morn, aee
Thit ghost of fever and famine eombined sestolied
O ANe Next coty eyes gluseld, claw-Angers pleking
ALane tarn hlankets,  Aaerry sight, lea" 1 Grim
et ebekios; 1% His insat

Listen to thut fellow on the opposile bed in o
riit-Jasketr,  ravibg  prayers  and  ourses, A
Atilashied akull, strychnine and whiskey make him
merry,

Sed CULInte By, " all warped and twisted. He
EOCH 10 The Ale house next week; no place else
on carth for him, A merry thought 1o his Christ.
Ak tirkey, eh?

Dy veeud wnd slop enffen breakfast: thea the
dootors,  Bawhones, wr., I8 & pleassnt mon,  He
does i bewt for a fellow,  Sawbones, Jr., mental
WoIght WX ounded to the ponnd, Woars evoylnanes,
Pipios, Watertiry wateh and an air of woper-
natuEsl wisdom.  Be o calealated on making his
Arat post-mortem o your cidaver and Highly dis-
npprovesof your prornmption (o wtill living, The
palients are dosed Hheraily and exporimuontally o
the tnterests of melenoe wnd edueation, Rucking
Hurgeons and 'prentice barbers most praciise on
Romelwdy, you Know.

1% colil In the wird—colil with the gero frigidity
of proverblsl elnariny, snd you Enoggie under the
bed covers, while thosg patlonts out and sbout
WO aronod and try 1o warm up by exercise. A
Jolly crowd thin

Visitorn wrelvey wives looking nn 11l and even
more miserable than the men whom they visieg
Ditliiew in arme of couree, and often a tottering
Chlek hanging to the skirts e« make Hvely
family parties, awfully dvely. The shadow of un-
pald rent enlivens thein,

Ublpper™ young girle oome tomea  the old
man ' or some O feller, " Thess o Righ-hatiol,

Thedeaked with ehoap ganids and profuse of dufly
| Banges but thelr footwear snd  general rig are an
dlapliated wn Jake Sharp's  reputation.  They
chew gum and munch oandy, and are gay with the
eigeios of seml-ldiooy.  Tough lads are hore alno,
It adegree mubdited by the restrictions aguinst
lotdneas, profanlty and indiseriminale distrivution
| Of tohaueo-julee, Thoy **don't sve no Christmas
| racket 'hout here, ™

I'here Is one dear, pale, white-haired lnle
woman, with a smile that makes your beart sick,
Khe hurriea ton cot In the cormer. ** Pappy ' Is

#ho Joves to-day with the same proud tenderness
inat niled her heart long sgo, whon both were
young and strong wnd happy. ¢ Pappy " was rich
once, and she had dinmonds and carriages, Waoll,
the bank eashior hus the wealtn now in Canads,
The frall wife tries to wear o Cnristmas fuoe, trics
1o juke n iittle, and from her pocket bringa a few
Ittle dalutics which sho starved hersell to buy for
him, sud he makes a brave effort to be bright onee
more, Dut soon they are slient; hand in hand
they remaln lo the quiet of eontent or despale, I
God In bis merey would this moment call thess
twin souls lnto the world beyond, surely then
thelrs would ve ¢ Merry Christman,

Tt i dipner-itme ; now for the feast. Outsldern
munt get onteide.  Two big kettles are earried (o,
thi turkey has been roasted by stewing, and it is
carved apd gorved withon g tin dipiers  Theso
are a pecullar breed of turkeys; thirty-eight men
nre furnlsbed, yet mo part of turkey anatomy
appears suve wings and legs,  This is a peouliarity
of charity turkeya.  Hot there is plenty to satiafy
thine who eat and those who gorge, and no atom
I left, Inn week or two, may be, you'll see to-
morrow's paper with a llat of the many good things
provided for your feast. You'll see all you dida't
grt—in the paper.

Of conrse there has been praying and sermonize
Ing, twt pudding aod sauee would have caught on
belter ; and (here are other incidents, but in the
riotous fesuivitles of the day bow can one recall
ull?

The dishes are washed, the floor swept; the
nuree comes in and serves pills or concoctions all
around s @ relish; and then she Aght agalnet cold,
and the growlong and the misery, the sickness of
ody, mind and soul, that L the 1ot of every com-
mon day, take possession of each, and Christmas
—lur the pauper patlent—s over,
| — —

Favarite Booka af Popnlar Preachers.
Sunday Wonen,  Three eents,

8aa the

Crumpled Hose Leaves.
[From Puck.]

Dry Goads Clerk (Lo lellow elerk)—Timmy, you
remember 1 told you of & desperate firsation I
lad with & beantiful girl st Sarutogs, whenl was
U Ty vocation T

Thomy ~Yes, abapple,

Dry Goods Clerk—she was in here to-day,
BoughL oo dress gooile,

Tifiany —What uld stie have to say 7

Dry Goods Clerk—Sbe ssked me if the goods
would waah § that's all.

and

Cold Waves

| Arn prodicted with reliable acouracy and psopls llabls to
the palus and achos of rhoaomatism dread every clinnge to
damp or storuy weather. Altbough we do not elalm
ined's Sarsaparilla to be & poslilve specifio for rheamn-
tiam, tle romarkabile ourvs 1b bas eMoctod show tlist i
may b takon fur 1l Inrn with bl inty
of bunetit,  Ite petion in neuteslizing e soidity of the
blond, whieh i the enuse of rlisamativm, sonstitutes the
socrat of the sy uf Howd's 8 lim in curing this
vomplaing, I you sulfer from rhouwmatiom, give Hood's
Barsaparilis a falr wrial; wo baliove it will do yoa good,

“Pouferod n loog time with rheumatism o my lefy
arm snd shoulder, my L] belog in s viry low condls
ton, 1 was advised 1o use Hood's Sarsaparilla, sand 1 did
sowith great succoss, Binee | bave bean taking it 1 have
not boen broubied with rhoumstivm, and my blood is o &
battar sondition, MRS, M. MOUNT, 308 Nostraod
avuuue, Bowkln, N. Y.

Hood's Sarsaparilla

Hold by all druggiste. #1; siz fur 85, Propared only by
O, L HOGI & CO., Apotliocaries, Lowall, Mas,

100 Doses One Dollar

AMUSEMENTS,

AMERICAN INSTITUTE,

2l mwnd 3d Aves, and G3d and G4 b ses.
COMMENCING SATURDAY DECEMBER 24TH,

A WINTER CIRCUS.
Frank A. Robbins' New Shows.

Two Wings nnd a0 SMage-A Aeeloglonl tinrs
den—-Museumn ol Coriowities—Sinriliog
Arrinl 'ltl.'ldvn

Perisrmnnces— Fomious

=During  Gaywinunin, und n vile
mient ol Trich Aulmniw
wnd " licnsts, te
plense Thn Chilldren.

Fifty Beauwtiful Lady Arvtists,
Handsame Horses, Pretey Ponles,
Winehievons Vonkvys,

MUSICAL AND DANCING ELEPHANTS,
Wing Perfonnaiess Dadly st 2ands P, M,
I the viler w
AND

i:‘i;ui: a-‘ull Illll Ii<||'u|‘!i- fure 10r hih Lﬂ%u.
mENRY E =EAlS, o5 d J ™
KEATS IN 1UX KR, 81, "
All Baats Hosnrved Qe Wesk 1n Advance,
THE MAVING EN
epocially dewited L Ladine &

QTAXI)AII.II THEATHE. - WROADWAY & 33D ST,
[ COMMENUING
THIS (BATURDAY; EVENING, AT 8 O'ULOCK,
GRAND Mo icTioN
Under Whs mansesinenl 0f Frank W, Sanger,

of the Pheticedsgue Dragis, d

PAUL AUV A, 0t ANAHCHY,
Ay nliw o Mackaye,

HOLIDAY MATINEES, Doo, %0 & Jan, L

Uhilidlren,

Nk
Beals nuw on sale,

VY ALLACK:S

bvening

.15, Matines Satu

rduy ab 2,15,

ET-MENOT

Ohir = themind Tearle, Harry Edwarnds,
. W, . M i, Miss Nelta Gulon sud
.,..c-;ﬁ.;.... CHIRIETMAS MATIN KK Deo, 26,

A s & Nuw Corme
DY o G T Y T T B

Al

; v n 10,
ACADBMY, oW N NALE

there, her Jong-atiicted, pagent huaband, whom |

A CHILD'S LIFE SAVED

When slx mOBLGY S0 o tafy husd of ey iy grand-
ohild bagan to swall and hed every appesrance of & large
bell, Wa poulilesd Ity but all to no parposs, About five
raonthe after [t beoams & running sors. Roon other seres
Firmisd.  He then had two of them o osch hand, and ag
Dl Tl bocamn mors and more Impure [t took Ines time
fur thom to break out. A sore came om the ehin, bee
neath the ander Up, which was very offensive, Flis head
was one solid soals, discharging s great deal, This was
Kin conditlon st twenty-twa motths old, when I unders
took the eare of him, his mother having disd when he
wan & littlo more than & yearbld, of consamption (serofuls
of coprsed, He oonld walk a litths, bat oonld not got up
if he foll dawn, and conld not movs when in bed, having
moumaof hin bhands, 1 immediately sommenosd with
the Cvricvna Heswenies, wsing the OUTIOUNA and
Curiovna  Boar freoly, and when he had taken
o bottls  of  the  Corouma | Resorvees,
his  head was complotely cured. and he wae
tmproved In  svery way. We were vary mooch ene
eolraged, and sontinued the use of the remediss for &
yoarand o half, Oow sors after snother healed, & bony
mnttar forming in each ane of tiess five deop oues fasd
batire hualing, which would finally grow Jooss and were'
takan out; o they would haal rapldly, COne of these
ugly bonn farmatione | preserved. Afver taking & dosss
| and n BAK Dottion e was complately cured, and is mow,
| 8L thio age of six yoars, & strang and bealthy oblid, The
wonrs on his hands must always remain: hin hands are
strong, though we unce feared bie would never be able 1o
use thom  All thint physlolans did for bim did Wm we
mod. Al who saw the ohild befors naing the CoTioraa
REMENIRS and sen the ohild now consider it & wondertal
oure, I the abuve facts are of any use to you you are ad
liborty to use them, Mrs, K, 8. DRIGOSY,

May U, 1h58, 012 Hast Olay st., Bloominglen, T

Tha child was realiy in & worse condition than be ape
poared 1o hile grandmother, who, being with kim overy
day, becamn acoustomad to the dﬂm.

AlGIE HOPPING,

CeTicUna, tha b oaki

ey R Ky
g £ hin and biod disease o piiES
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